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at the same time a student of human institutions. After thir- 
teen years of equal suffrage, all the men in Colorado are not in 
favor of it, nor are all the women ; nor have the men and women 
made up their minds about it one way or another. In an inves- 
tigation of 1,291 men and women representing widely differing 
interests, and selected to include all the influential factions in 
public life, 55.2 per cent, of the men, and 72.1 per cent, of the 
women were reported as favorable; 29.5 per cent, of the men 
and 15.14 per cent, of the women were unfavorable; 15.3 per 
cent, of the men and 12.5 per cent, of the women reported that 
they had not yet made up theif minds. But according to Miss 
Sumner's figures, the number of men who are favorable to equal 
suffrage has increased 10 per cent, since the passage of the bill 
in 1893; and the great majority of the women believe it works 
for their good and the public welfare. 

The investigation took the form of an elaborate questionnaire, 
and the material so obtained was amplified by statistics taken from 
public records. It covers the part played by women in party 
politics, and in public-office holding. It indicates the influence 
women's votes have had for and against a man or a measure. 
In a chapter on the " Economic Aspects of Equal Suffrage," the 
problem of affecting wages by legislation is discussed. But by 
far the most suggestive chapter in the book, in view of the cur- 
rent interest in the movement, is the last, where Miss Sumner 
has analyzed the opinions of the men and women favorable, un- 
favorable, and neutral to the question at issue, as to the effect 
of equal suffrage on the women of Colorado. No one interested 
in this living political issue can afford to pass by the opinions of 
these 1,291 men and women who have had thirteen years' expe- 
rience of conditions which are to most people purely hypothet- 
ical. Their judgments as to the influence of the suffrage on the 
morale, intelligence and public spirit of women, of its effect 
on home life and the bringing up of children, are some of the 
facts which are sorely needed at the present stage of the move- 
ment. 

Despite the ring of its title, " Misery and its Causes,"* by Dr. 
Edward T. Devine, is one of the most optimistic and cheerful 

•"Misery and its Causes," by Edward T. Devine. New York: The 
Macmillan Company. 1909. 
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books of the year. It reflects the convictions of a student of mod- 
ern social conditions, whose scientific methods have not degener- 
ated into academic formalities, and whose concern for humanity 
has not verged on sentimentality. He has looked far and deep 
into the causes of human misery, and has found in the midst of 
great evils the possibilities of good. Aside from such individual 
causes of unhappiness as remorse, failure in ambition, loneliness, 
or defective personality, the causes of social misery are found 
to be economic maladjustments. "Misery, as we say of tuber- 
culosis, is communicable, curable and preventable." Social and 
economic maladjustments, and not depravity, account for a great 
part of the increase of suicide, crime, social evils, physical and 
mental deficiency, which mark our growing industrial and com- 
mercial communities. These maladjustments as they affect the 
physical conditions, the laboring capacity, and the social rela- 
tions of the poor in our great cities, are discussed in the three 
chapters headed significantly " Out of Health," " Out of 
Friends," and " Out of Work." 

A further analysis of these adverse conditions, and, perhaps, 
the most suggestive chapter to the student of social problems, is 
made from a study of the circumstances of the 5,000 families 
who applied for relief to the New York Charity Organization 
Society during the years 1906-1908. Finally the causes of social 
misery are recapitulated from another aspect, in constructing a 
programme for rational social control. Certain social conditions, 
within the control of society itself, make for a normal happy 
community. Their absence spells Misery. Dr. Devine holds these 
fundamental conditions to be a sound physical heredity, protected 
childhood, a prolonged working period for both men and women, 
freedom from preventable disease, freedom from professional 
crime, a general system of insurance, a system of elementary edu- 
cation adapted to the present needs and resources, a liberal re- 
lief system, and a higher "standard of living." 



Besides the botanist, the agricultural expert and the colonial 

administrator, for whom the book is obviously intended, Mr. 

Willis's little volume on " Agriculture in the Tropics "* will be 

* " Agriculture in the Tropics," by J. O. Willis, M.A., Sc.D., Director 
of the Royal Botanic Gardens in Ceylon. Cambridge University Press. 
•1909. 



